4O              THE   LADY  AND   THE   UNICORN
Rosa, you will hear of me. Everyone will. Belle
Lernarchantj it isn't a bad name for a famous
person. Is it? Would it surprise you5 Rosa3 if I
were to be famous one of these days?'*
Rosa felt that nothing Belle did could surprise
hen Lately she had been most mysterious. That
evening dress! Belle had a new evening dress and
it came from Cora Jones5 for it had her label inside.
It had always been their ambition to have their
hats from Wall's and their dresses from Cora
Jones} even her advertisements were thrilling,
"Love and Romance/*
"Glorious Bridal Gowns just received from
Hollywood with halo, veil and slip, a gift
to every Lucky Bride*"
Over and over again they had chosen the dresses
they might have, and now Belle had one. She said
Miriam had given it to her, but Rosa knew that
was not true, for though Miriam would give away
her last sweet or pencil at school, she had nothing
else to give* The Ramberts were poor and the
brothers had no work.
Belle went out to parties with Miriam and
strange men; some of them rang her up on the
telephone, and she had trained Bruce deSouza to
run down and tell her that Miriam wanted to
speak to her; they asked her to meet them. How
did they know that Belle was old enough and
ready to go out? thought Rosa. How did they
know?
Rosa's blood ran high and her heart beat, but